
Wymondham 
Heritage Trail



Follow the route 
from 1 to 23

1	 The Market Cross  
2	 The Market Place
3	 Bridewell Street
4	� National Memorial 

Church of Far East 
Prisoners of War 
(FEPOW)

5 	 The Bridewell
6 	 The Fairland
7 	 Fairland Street    
8 	 Brewery Lane
9 	 Damgate Street
10 	 The Town Sign 
11 	 Church Street 
12 	� The Chapel of St 

Thomas à Becket - 
Becket’s Chapel 

13 	 The Green Dragon 
14 	 Churchgate House 
15 	� The Precincts of the 

Abbey Church  
16 	 Becketswell Road
17 	� Wymondham Abbey 

Station
18 	 Vicar Street
19 	 War Memorial 
20 	� Town Green 
	 and Cock Street
21 	� Middleton Street 
22 	 Market Street 
23 	 Back Lane 

Wymondham Map - © Crown copyright and database right 2024. 
Ordnance Survey Licence number AC0000814798.

There are two extra parts to the trail, shown in green. 
	� Extend your exploration by following the Loop 

Trail to the Station and Toll’s Meadow Nature 
Reserve and also The Lizard.

	� At the bottom of Damgate you can choose a 
delightful shortcut to the Mid-Norfolk 
Railway Station following a stretch of 
the River Tiffey.  

Find the trail online 
www.visitwymondham.org.uk

It takes about 60 to 90 minutes at a regular pace and 
is suitable for all ages. Starting point 1 at the Market 
Cross or you can start the trail at any point. This 
self-guided Heritage Trail is an ideal way to explore 
Wymondham for yourself. Enjoy! 

Welcome to the
Wymondham Heritage Trail! 
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This idyllic market town in South Norfolk has a 
picturesque marketplace, intriguing shops, medieval 
lanes, ancient meadows, museum, steam train station 
and the magnificent Wymondham Abbey.

However, it also has an impressively turbulent past, 
mostly thanks to Robert Kett. He was a truly modern 
thinker who stood up for the rights of poor workers 
in the summer of 1549 and dared to challenge the 
King’s authority. He gathered thousands of peasants 
in Wymondham and led them into battle in Norwich 
against the King’s men. It didn’t end well for Kett, and 
his story ended gorily at the Abbey. 

Today the Abbey is a beautiful and tranquil place 
famous for its angels in the roof. On the trail, stop by 
the Green Dragon, one of England’s oldest pubs, and 
imagine that the rebel Robert Kett probably once 
sat there. It neighbours Becket’s Chapel now a fine 
creative centre. 

If you ever wondered how brushes used to be made, 
the Wymondham Heritage Museum has all the 
answers. It’s packed full of bustling market town 
stories and the objects that bring this to life.

For a different kind of nostalgia, Toll’s Meadow, is a 
wonderful nature reserve with many of the plants 
and wildlife that used to be common everywhere, 
including the delightful water vole, just like the 
character in Wind in the Willows.

Enjoy afternoon tea, a coffee or lunch somewhere 
along the market street, where you can also find 
souvenirs of your day in a classic market town.  

Welcome to
Wymondham
In the land of 
heroes and rebels

The logo for the Wymondham Heritage 
Trail is the wooden spoon and wooden 
spigot. Wymondham was once 
celebrated for the manufacture of 
wooden spigots, spoons, and other turnery ware.



The Market Cross The Market Place

The original cross was probably erected in the late 
13th century and was of the shaft-on-steps type. 
Documentary evidence suggests that the Elizabethan 
cross took the form of a small rectangular market hall, 
open at the ground floor with a room above. When 
this was burnt down in the fire of 1615, the townsmen 
erected the present building between 1617-1618. 
Its pillars and beams are carved in crude relief with 
tops, spindles, spoons and skewers, emblems of 
woodturning which was  Wymondham’s primary 
industry for many centuries.

According to tradition it was once used for meetings 
of the market court, the octagonal upper storey acted 
as a reading room from c.1870-1912. It has also been 
used for parish council meetings and as a library. 

Today it is the home of Wymondham Tourist 
Information Centre.

You can go up during open hours and have a look 
at the Market Place through the diamond pane 
windows.

The Market Place is the focal point of the eastern end 
of Wymondham. From this ‘hill high point’ streets 
radiate outwards and downwards. On the opposite 
side of the Market Place is the Cross Keys Inn, a fine 
example of the pre-Georgian era building. Next to the 
inn is Anchor House with an elaborate Victorian porch. 

Where the Co-op supermarket now stands was the 
site of the King’s Head, the premier coaching inn and 
meeting place of the town. It was demolished in the 
1960s. The name is remembered in the King’s Head 
Meadow off Back Lane, the site of the playing fields.

King John granted Wymondham a Charter in 1204 
which allowed it to hold a market and become a 
Market Town. The market flourished and was a highly 
important part of the town life until the arrival of 
the railway in 1845. A Friday market continues in the 
Market Place 9am – 2.30pm and a farmers’ market 
held on the third Saturday of every month 9am – 1pm.

WALK >> with the Co-op on your left, walk down 
Bridewell Street and stop by the fine half-timbered 
Manor House next to the Queen’s Head. 
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National Memorial Church 
of Far East Prisoners of War 
(FEPOW)

Most of the present buildings were erected immediately 
after the fire of 1615. The Manor House, next to the 
Queen’s Head, belonged to Richard Lincoln, a 
wool-chapman, from 1616 until his death in 1634.

The Latin inscription over the door, translated, reads: 
“My servant is not a dormouse, nor is the host a leech” 
and was originally displayed on the Queen’s Head. 

Notice particularly the narrowness of the street 
between the jettied houses, and the original moulded 
door cases and heavy chimney stacks. It is worth 
remembering that this narrow street was part of the 
main London to Norwich road until 1959.

WALK >> follow the road in a straight line as 
it becomes Elm Terrace until you’re facing the 
Wymondham Heritage Museum. Turn left onto the 
Norwich Road and turn into the drive of the Roman 
Catholic Parish Church.

The FEPOW Memorial Church was built by Friar. 
Malcolm Cowin in 1952 to the design of Donovan 
Purcell, as a permanent memorial to those who 
suffered as prisoners of war and internees of the 
Japanese during World War II, and is the only church 
of its kind in the world. The church acts as a ‘Living 
Memorial’, and a Roman Catholic Parish church. It 
is unique in being the only church dedicated to the 
memory of FEPOW and Civilian Internees of all Faiths 
and Nationalities who died in the Japanese POW and 
Internment Camps of WWII. The FEPOW Memorial 
Shrine is a side-Chapel within the church to the 
memory of FEPOW.  It houses a cabinet displaying 
three Books of Remembrance with names of FEPOW 
who died in Japanese captivity. A second cabinet 
houses some New Books of Remembrance. There are 
also other FEPOW artefacts.

WALK >> cross the Norwich Road using the zebra 
crossing as this is a busy road. Walk back to the front 
of the Wymondham Heritage Museum which was the 
Bridewell.

Bridewell Street3 4



Today the Bridewell is the Wymondham Heritage 
Museum. 

Wymondham had a Bridewell or house of correction 
from 1618. This was located at the Game Place which 
had formerly been used for staging plays during 
major Christian festivals. The present building was 
constructed in 1785 along lines suggested by the 
notable prison reformer, John Howard. 

It was the Divisional County Prison until 1825 and 
a women’s house of correction from 1831 to 1878. 
From 1850 until 1963 it was used as the county Police 
Station and later as the local Magistrates Court. The 
Magistrates Court closed in 1991. The building is 
managed by the Bridewell Preservation Trust and today 
is the home of the Wymondham Heritage Museum, 
Bridewell Tearoom and the Wymondham Heritage 
Society as well as providing residential accommodation.

Please pop in to discover Wymondham’s stories and 
enjoy a rest in the lovely courtyard if you have time.

WALK >> continue along Avenue Road until you see 
Fairland, the triangular green at the  junction with 
Fairland Street, taking care when crossing as this is a 
busy road. 

This grassy open area on the edge of the old town was 
once the site of thrice-yearly fairs, a right granted to 
Wymondham by King Stephen in 1135. 

The town cattle pound was also here.  

The United Reform Church along Fairland Hill side of 
the green was originally founded in 1652.  The present 
church was built in 1715 on land given by Roger Gay and 
extended in 1815. Wooden Doric columns support the 
gallery inside the church. The church hall next door was 
originally the nineteenth-century British School. 

WALK>> turn up Fairland Street towards the      
Market Place. 

The Loop Trail to Wymondham Station and Toll’s 
Meadow Nature Reserve starts here. See overleaf for 
more information.

The Bridewell The Fairland 5 6



LOOP TRAIL

To Wymondham Station and Toll’s Meadow

This Loop Trail starts at the bottom of Fairland Green.  

WALK >> along London Road, cross at the traffic 
lights onto Station Road and follow signs for the 
modern mainline railway station.

Here you will find the historic railway station built in 1845, 
decorated with Brandon flint work. This is home to the 
Station Bistro, where you can watch trains go by and dine 
in a railway carriage. There is a giant Thomas the Tank 
Engine in the garden too.

The Lizard

If you’d like to see another 
green space The Lizard 
can also be reached from 
Station Road. 

DIRECTIONS >> when 
walking towards the station 
turn left at The Railway pub 
onto the road called The 
Lizard and follow this, crossing under the main train 
line until you reach the gate. Then retrace your steps 
to rejoin the trail.

To Toll’s Meadow Nature Reserve

WALK >> facing the station, turn right and walk along 
Cemetery Lane until you reach the gateway into the 
meadow on your right.

Step into the past when you explore the meadow, 
seeing plants and wildlife that used to be common 
everywhere. You might be lucky and hear or see a 
delightful water vole!

WALK >> follow the path over the River Tiffey until 
you come out onto the London Road, turn right back 
to the traffic lights, to cross and retrace your steps 
until you are the bottom of Fairland Green again. 
Rejoin the main trail by going up Fairland Street. 

A

The Lizard 
Gate

Toll’s Meadow 
Gate

Toll’s Meadow 
Exit

Station



Viewed from Friarscroft Lane, Brewery Lane has a 
picturesque quality and has considerable historic 
value as the last remaining example of ‘medieval 
rear-servicing’. 

This means that people had the front of the house for 
posh, but the back of the house was for the servicing 
of the household and, more importantly, for the trade 
that was carried out from the home. 

Working from home is nothing new – working away 
from the home in factories and later offices only came 
in with the Industrial Revolution. 

The stores and outhouses of the properties on the 
Market Place and Fairland Street, though no older than 
the late 17th century, are suggestive of the medieval 
arrangements behind houses in Wymondham. 

Notice the Baptist Church on the left in Queen Street 
completed in 1911. Just beyond the cross-roads, on the 
right, is the site of the former Cann and Clarke’s brewery, 
the last in the town. 

WALK >>  to the end of Brewery Lane and turn left onto 
Chandler’s Hill, where you will find the  Queen Elizabeth 
II Memorial Garden, continue and then turn right onto 
Friarscroft until you are at the junction with Damgate.

Brewery Lane8

Known in the 19th century as Fairstead Street, its 
appearance has changed little during the last 200 
years. Myhill’s Pet & Garden shop was originally 
the Woolpack public house. Further along on the 
opposite side of the street in the yard beside the 
Café/Diner, one can glimpse a pair of 17th century 
cottages. Almost opposite, on the left, is the former 
blacksmith’s workshop, now a private house, where 
Edwin Gooch – Politician and Champion of agricultural 
workers was born. Facing Friarscroft Lane is a much-
decorated Victorian building with a glazed medallion 
over the florid stone capitals of the doorway.

WALK >>  turn left onto Friarscroft Lane and stop at 
the first right hand turn looking down Brewery Lane.

Fairland Street7



Erected in 1969 by the Women’s Institute in their 
Jubilee Year, the sign was designed and carved by 
Harry Carter of Swaffham. It has since been replaced 
by a copy in more durable materials. On one side it 
depicts Robert Kett, leader of the 1549 Rebellion, 
and on the other a wood-turner. The Arms of the 
town, a wooden spoon and a spigot, appear on both 
sides, as Wymondham was famous as a centre of the 
wood-turning industry. The original town sign can 
now be seen in the courtyard garden of Wymondham 
Heritage Museum (The Bridewell).

WALK >> look down Church Street towards the 
Green Dragon pub.

The Town Sign10

‘Gate’ is the old Norse word for street, so this should 
be known simply as Damgate. There are many historic 
buildings to admire all along this ancient road. 

First, at the junction with Damgate you can see the 
Damgate Bridge to the left. On this left hand corner 
is also the 17th century Sun Inn, now a private house, 
is notable for its Dutch gable and thatched roof. Turn 
right to walk up Damgate until you reach the Masonic 
Hall originally the Wesleyan Chapel. Across the 
bungalow roofs opposite, there is a fine view of the 
Abbey Tower.

WALK>> continue to the end of Damgate and turn 
right where you’ll see the Wymondham sign on the 
junction with Church Street. 

Damgate Street9

 
	   THE RIVER TIFFEY SHORTCUT

Between Damgate and Cavick Road
Damgate Bridge spans the River Tiffey where once 
the original dam served the Abbey’s mill. From 
Damgate Bridge follow the attractive riverside 
walk next to the River Tiffey to Cavick Road bridge. 
From here you’ll see the heritage railway and, on 
land to the left beyond the tree belt, the location 
for Wymondham’s largest employer of the 20th 
century; the Briton Brush factory.
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The Chapel, of St. Thomas à  
Becket - Becket’s Chapel

The Green Dragon 

Churchgate House  

Once Churchgate Street, Church Street forms a 
serpentine approach to the Abbey Church. The family 
of William Kett, the rebel, owned two meat shops in 
this street in the mid-16th century.

WALK>> towards the entrance of Becket’s Chapel.

Founded in 1174 by William d’Albini, son of the founder 
of the Abbey, most of the present building dates 
from c.1400. The blocked arch on the outer wall once 
led into a south transept. In the 15th century it was a 
meeting place of the Wattlefield or Middleton Guild. It 
was converted into a Grammar School (see fleur-de-
lys crest over door) by Elizabeth I in 1561 and endowed 
from confiscated guild and monastic property, serving 
in this capacity until c.1835. It housed the public library 
from 1948 to 2008. Today, the Grade 1 listed Chapel 
is an important venue and home to Wymondham Arts 
from May to November, a role which it has performed 
since the library moved out. It has recently undergone 
a programme of restoration and repair under its new 
owners Historic Norfolk.

WALK >> continue a few paces until you are in front of 
the Green Dragon.

Dating from the late 15th century, this is one of the 
earliest and best preserved secular buildings in 
Wymondham. Interesting features include the carved 
head of a bearded man supporting the jetty, the three 
former shop windows and, inside, the heavy ceiling 
beams and old ‘snug’ bar.

WALK>> to the house next door No 8 Church Street, 
which was Churchgate House and is now a private 
home.

Churchgate House was granted to the Grammar 
School master, Richard Clarke, his family and 
boarders, by Robert Dey in 1672, and it was part of the 
school until 1825.

WALK >> continue 
along Church Street 
until you reach the 
gates to the Abbey 
grounds, opposite 
Abbey House.
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Follow the path towards the Abbey until you reach 
Becketswell Road. Stop at the Abbey to see its amazing 
interiors and explore the medieval herb garden round 
the side. Becketswell Road originally passed closer to 
the church porch but in 1826 the Reverend William 
Papillon (vicar 1788-1836) secured the realignment of 
the ‘King’s highway’ to take its noise farther away from 
the church. In 1812 a school (opposite the Abbey Hall) 
was built at Papillon’s instigation on his land in Church 
Street. Note the curious wear on the capping stones 
of the ancient wall enclosing the churchyard. The 
wrought iron gas lamp standards were once in adjacent 
streets. Several of the pine trees in the churchyard 
were planted by the Wymondham Society after the 
1987 storm. In the churchyard you will find benches and 
picnic tables as well as information panels about the 
Abbey and its history.

WALK>> leave the Abbey grounds onto 
Becketswell Road.

Opposite, and no longer accessible to visitors, is 
the small spring called Becket’s Well. This attracted 
thousands of pilgrims in the Middle Ages. Many 
Wymondham people believed that the water had 
curative properties. The road crosses the River Tiffey.

WALK>> turn left towards the River Tiffey, and go 
across the bridge to find Wymondham Abbey Station 
on the right. This is also close to the other end of the 
River Tiffey walk highlighted earlier on No 9 Damgate.

Wymondham Abbey 
Station is part of the 
Wymondham to Dereham 
railway run by Mid Norfolk 
Railway. It was closed in 
1969 but has been revived 
and is the longest heritage 
railway in East Anglia. Beyond the level crossing on 
the right, on the side of the ridge which separates 
the Tiffey from Dyke Beck, is Cavick House, the 
finest example of a Queen Anne house in the area. 
Somewhere in the fields opposite is thought to have 
been a property, or possibly the tannery owned by 
Robert Kett, leader of the rebellion of 1549. 

WALK>> retrace your steps back up Becketswell 
Road and continue past the Abbey until you are on 
Vicar Street and continue until you see the flint stone 
gateway on the right next to No 7.

The Precincts of 
The Abbey Church

Becketswell Road   

Wymondham Abbey Station   
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This street of great charm and character contains a 
fine group of houses and cottages dating from the 
17th to 19th centuries. Among many details which 
catch the eye are the fine Georgian doorways and 
rubble walls, one incorporating material from the 
Abbey. The stone arch to the gateway leading into 
the vicarage garden is reputed to have come from 
the house of Robert Kett. Opposite, the large house 
called Abbotsford was used as a hospital during World 
War One. Further along on the left No 10, Conon 
House was once the White Swan Public House.

WALK>> to the end of Vicar Street and stop by the 
War Memorial.

The War Memorial was built on land donated by Mrs 
H L Cautley, and unveiled on 24 July 1921 by Major H L 
Cautley OBE. The memorial commemorates 143 local 
servicemen who fell in the First World War, 43 men 
who fell in the Second World War, and 3 civilians killed 
during the Second World War by enemy action. The 
sandstone memorial is in the form of a stone obelisk 
on a tall, elaborate pedestal, with scrolled acanthus 
leaf console brackets. Each face is a segmental arch, 
beneath which is an inscription panel. The base of the 
obelisk has a wreath to each face and the front face 
has a Latin cross carved in relief. At the corners are low 
inscription stones carrying the names of the dead of 
the Second World War.

In 2015, the nationally-produced VC slab for 
Company Sergeant Major Harry Daniels, Rifle Brigade, 
was incorporated into the paving at the foot of the 
monument.

WALK>> with Vicar Street behind you, turn left onto 
Town Green.

Vicar Street   

War Memorial   

18

19



Just into Town Green on the left is a building now 
containing the Sports Bar. This was the original 
Public Hall built in 1888. Used for meetings & 
entertainments, it became the first town cinema.    
On the right is the Methodist Church on a site 
previously occupied by a bombazine factory and 
even earlier by the town’s workhouse. Bombazine 
is a type of weighty corded fabric, often used for 
Victorian era funeral clothes. 

Further along on the left, is the Feathers where Henry 
March of Pople Street, having murdered his employer 
and fellow smith at ‘The Rothbury’, had his last pint 
before being arrested in 1877. Ahead is a curved 
terrace of 17th century houses linking Pople Street 
with Cock Street which were fine examples of timber-
framed houses.

WALK>> retrace your steps, past the Memorial, along 
Middleton Street and stop at Priory House opposite 
the Priory Gardens. 

This street is mainly Georgian in character. Houses 
of the mid-18th century, such as Beech House, 
Caius House and No 14 help give the street a grand 
atmosphere in terms of scale and quality. Also with an 
18th century facade is Priory House. The fleur-de-lys 
crest over its door indicates that the house was used 
by the Grammar School until it closed in 1903. On 
the opposite side of the road are the Priory Gardens. 
Sharing this site is the former Post Office, a brick 
building dated 1939. Next to No 14 is one of the very 
few surviving single-bay timber-framed houses which 
makes a fine contrast in scale with the rest of the 
buildings in the street.

WALK>>  continue until you are at the junction with 
Church Street and Damgate.

Town Green and Cock Street   

Middleton Street   

20

21



At the beginning of Market Street, some of the north 
side was rebuilt after the fire of 1615. It presents a 
complete mixture of styles and ages of construction 
from the 16th century onwards; often later facades 
hide older buildings. 

As the main artery of the town it contains two former 
coaching inns, the Griffin, now shops, and the White 
Hart. Both were visited in the 19th century by coaches 
running between London and Norwich. The early 
Georgian facade of the White Hart conceals the 
timber-framed inn of the early 17th century. 

Opposite, the Fire Station, built in 1883 serves 
today as the entrance to Market Street car park. The 
carved stones above the arched entrance indicate 
its former use.

WALK>> from Market Street take the alleyway to the 
left of the White Hart Pub opposite the Fire Station 
arch to Back Lane.

While buildings have been demolished to provide 
a larger car park behind the White Hart, an 
impression can still be formed of how Back Lane 
once divided the houses in Market Street, with their 
backhouses and walled yards, from the fields to the 
north. This is a late medieval feature of the town, 
similar to Brewery Lane.

You have now completed the 
Wymondham Heritage Trail!

Market Street

Back Lane (Car Park)
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Follow the Wymondham Heritage Trail online at 
www.visitwymondham.org.uk

Wymondham 
Heritage Trail



The Wymondham Heritage Society 

www.wymondhamheritagemuseum.co.uk 

Photography by ETT Photography 
www.ettphotography.co.uk
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